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the Khalkuvas or cesspools, to the fact that in some parts
of the city even this primitive system of cesspools was
wanting, and to the immediate need of removing the night-
soil depots to the south-east of the urban area and providing
more rapid and up-to-date means of transit to the depots
for the filth and sewage of the city. He suggested also that
the evil effects of overcrowding should be impressed upon
the public by means of lectures and pamphlets, that the
Municipality should formulate a programme of street
improvement, and that both Government and the Muni-
cipality should endeavour to check the further overcrowding
of the urban area by refusing to sell unoccupied land within
its limits for building purposes. He drew a comparison
between the death-rates of Ahmaclabad and of Bombay,
Poona and Broach, pointed out the immense benefits which
had accrued in London and Bombay by the practical applica-
tion of the rules of sanitary science, and besought his
colleagues to set their faces sternly against the fatalism,
so prevalent among the people of India, wliich checks and
discourages human efforts to ameliorate the material con-
ditions and circumstances of life.

Ranchhodlal's memorandum, so far as the official
authorities were concerned, met with well-deserved praise.
" The memorandum/' wrote the Sanitary Commissioner
to the Bombay Government in May, 1884, " *s, I think, a
remarkable document for a native gentleman to have
written, as it exhibits a breadth of view and a masterly
appreciation of some of the main questions that affect the
public health in that city/* The Army Sanitary Commission
in London, to whom the memorandum had been submitted
in the form of an appendix to the Sanitary Commissioner's
report, described it as " a very remarkable sanitary report/'
as " a model report of its kind/' and pointed out that it
threw most useful additional light upon the causes of fever
in Indian towns. "Mr, Ranchhodlal/' they added, "has
rendered a great service to sanitary improvement by
preparing it/'